An Older Couple’s
Quest for Fertility

‘Baby It’s You' airs
tonight on KQED

By Syivia Bubin
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maker Anne Makepeace and

her husband, Peter Behrens,
hear the nesws that their first round
of Fertility procedures has faled

It & an emdticnal moment, bt
not nearly as raw as the scene that
follows in “Baby It's You” Make-
peaces documentary aboul inbertili
ty and family, filmed over a 15-
mmanth period.

Litting on a park bench, the cou-
ple hash ot their future, She wanis
to keep trving. He dismisses her op-
temism as “Euth healer b=" She
blames his pessimism for mining
everylthing. He won't look at her

“Peter didn't want to be cxposed
at that moment,” Makepesce says.
“But | msisted that we film that
conversation, He was very angry
abeout that. 1 think it was a bit of a
betraval on my part. 1 still feel guea-
v about i

It was honest, Makepeace says,
bt 1 wouldn's put any “|'"|_}. E."II:'I"IiI.].'
throwgh this again.™

“Baby Its You,” part of public
television's "POV"  indepemdent
fillm senes, will be shown at 1 to-
night on KQED (Channe| 9]

Makepeace, a longtime indepen-
dent ilmmaker and former Bay Area
resident, 15 S0 :|'!|:'|1:|E|:|1.I 4] I8 3 Mowv-
elist and screenwriter, The couple,
wha live in Santa Barbara, have
beeen married 10 years,

T he camera is rolling when film-
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& nightrmarish encounter with a
back-alley abortionist in the mid-
‘folks leeft Blakepeace with a terror of
pregnancy, says the flmmaker. ©1
couldn't stand being around ba-
e

When the documentary begins,
she i 47 and on a quest 1o conguer
her fears. But she r,-.:l:pl.-l,;lh;::. moe
than infertility as she interviews het
uncanventional family.

She turns the camera on her bao
single brothers. Doug, 8 wannabe
polygarnist im Utah, longs for moudti-
ple wives, Roger, a reclusive Appala-
chian mountain man, lives with a
herd of goats

Behrens has bwo sisters. Anne 15 a
leshian and co-parent to her bover's
spermebank  baby  in Montreal,
Mary, an artist who recently had an
abeprtion, seems haunted by the de.
cision,

During the hourdong film, lives
begin, end and change. By the fade.
out, evernyone has experienced a
profound shift in their circumstanc.
.

“I felt closer to everybody afier
the interviews, some of my fears
lifted, and having a family shifted
inte focus for me in a much more
important way,” says Makepeace,
wha shot 100 hours of film and
spent a year editing it down o one,

Makepeace, a directar, producer
and writer, is perhaps best known
for her screenplays for the award-
winaing ““Thousand Pieces of Gold"
and “lshi, the last Yaha ™

For all the intimacy in her new
film Makepeace’s backside ex-
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posed a8 Behrens gives her hormaone
shails. I'l.1;-|]-:|.-|1-|'.1|_1' £ i gUmey, ]L'g':
in stirmups — she never meveals her
exact age. 1 was worried about pud-
ling some p-r'np[l;' ol hecause | was
startimg this at such a late age,” she
Ril¥3

AL 47, the chances for conception
were very poor to begin with and
pot worse after fallopian tube scar-
ring was discovened. Adoption is dis
cussed, then diamissed

“l was ambivalent about adop
tion, but Peter was  adamanthy
against it,” Makepeace says. "A lob of
the impulse for Peter of wanting a
child was b connect back to his
family. | did nod want to turn this
into a huge battle that we might mot
SANVITVE,

If there were battles, they were
conducted off-camera. Behrens s
porirayed as a loyal and loving
spouse. Early on, he becomes emo-
tional about having a baby. “I'm the
weepy one,” he says when he pon
ety the ||-c:q.u|1|.|ilu:'.'..

wime gueslions @ TS WEE

Anne Makiepeace,
with husband
Peter Behrens,
filmed the
dacumentany
“Eralby It's You"
aver a 1 5-month
period. It airs at
10 tanight

on KGED
{Channel 9).

Makepeace makes no mention of
I:'Il.{' cost of the |:-r|::c|:~|ﬂ|,|r{'-5 or the
side effects of the inferility hor.
maones, deciding instead to move
phead with the emotional story
"Every time | included some af that
siuff, it began to feel like an educa-
tional film,” she says.

For the record, the couple's ingur-
ance through the Witess Culd paid
far everything, Makepeace savs. As
tor sude effects, they were minimal,
“1 feli woozy, spacey and unfocus
ed”

It was Behrens' lea to do the
documentary in the first place, and
yel it is he who wanted 1o gi'.'{' up
early. “That surprised me” says
Makepeace. “Watching me go
through surgery was really hard on
Peter; it took a lot out of him. But |
also s=w what an imaginative, sup-
portive man he really s

Undemmeath all the anger, frusta
tian, sadness and grief, Makepeace
@ys, the movie is aboui the wild,
weird ways in which people create
farnilies

"Every one of my movies is about
claiming the life you have and the
richness that s already there. This is

all ilm about family love."



