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Combat ready
(Davie E. Scherman)

Indelible images, unforgettable man
By Howard Rosenberg

Here's the obvious: Robert Capa, an admired war
photographer and man about town whose beautiful
lovers included actress Ingrid Bergman, is a movie
begging to be made.

Fame always fit his thick-browed, swarthy good
looks and his adventures as a journalist. His
courage, talent, passion, fame, glamour and
romances offer a titillating package: Ernie Pyle with
testosterone and double the wattage.

Hollywood, where have you been?

More significantly, a PBS documentary on Capa and
his nearly 20 years of memorable combat
photography -- from the Spanish Civil War to
Indochina where he died in 1954 -- says nearly as
much about the culture of today's TV as about the
timeless still photojournalism it salutes.

This subtext is unspoken and surely unintended.
Nonetheless, Anne Makepeace's fascinating film,
"Robert Capa: In Love and War," which airs
Wednesday night, is a fierce counterpoint to modern
TV's readiness to prematurely confer greatness,
most notably when anointing its own.



"Unforgettable images," CNN boasts daily in a promo featuring its Iraq footage. Oh,
sure. Most unforgettable is the self-serving hype.

Capa's own long, historic body of work includes one of the most famous war
photos: a loyalist soldier falling in Spain in 1936, his rifle slipping from his hand a
millisecond after he's fatally pierced by a bullet.

And Capa's pictures of the first wave of Allied troops being cut to pieces on
Normandy's Omaha Beach, June 6, 1944 -- chaotic images likely gorier than ones
U.S. networks withheld during the war in lIraq supposedly because Americans
couldn't handle them -- inspired the opening sequence of Steven Spielberg's
"Saving Private Ryan."

Capa's life was brief, but his réesumé was thick, rich and enduring. Today, a TV
quickie atop a tank in the desert, and you're a champ.

This instant adulation fulfills a lust in media-quickened times when hitting the
accelerator is instinctive, pausing abnormal and pit stops to reflect are more and
more infrequent. We're an impatient public, from Monterey to Maine. We want our
American ldols, from former POW Jessica Lynch to teenage cager LeBron James
to song-belting Ruben Studdard.








